“Malaguefia,” based on a Spanish dance from Malaga, was written by
Ernesto Lecuona, a Cuban pianist, conductor, and prolific composer.
Lecuona himself introduced the composition to the United States when
he performed it at the Capitol Theater in New York in 1928, and on the
basis of that performance, it might have remained a concert work. But
music publisher Herbert Marks, crossing the Atlantic in 1930, heard the
ship’s pianist playing “Malaguefia” as though it were a popular song,
stressing the haunting melody. The impact of the melody struck Marks
so strongly that as soon as he was able to get in touch with Lecuona, he
made arrangements to publish “Malaguefia” and then promoted it as
though it were a popular song. As a result, it has been recorded in more

than 600 versions, has sold several million copies of sheet music, and
today is one of the best known Latin American tunes in the world.

By Ernesto Lecuona
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S flen as desired, getting faster and louder little by little.




